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WALTER PUCHNER

FOREWORD

T he thematic tributes of the scientific journal of the Department of Theatre
Studies of the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens Parabasis have
a respectful tradition and give each issue, both in Greek and foreign language, a
special profile. Following the special tributes of the last years, «Theatre and Naturey,
«Dramatic Text and Oral Improvisation», «Music and Dance in the Theatrey, « Writers
and Plays of Modern Greek Theatre», «Ancient Theatre and its Receptiony, there
now follows a volume dedicated to the theme «The Greek Revolution of 1821 and
the Theatre (Drama and Stage)», which was composed and redacted on the occasion
of the 200th anniversary of this world-historical event that led to the foundation and
existence of the Greek state as a separate and autonomous administrative entity and
a basic cell of European civilization.

In addition, for this top historical event the Department of Theatre Studies of
N.K.U.A. organized the anniversary conference «The Greek Revolution and
Theatre», which, on the one hand, was part of the more general celebrations of
the 200th anniversary of the 1821 Revolution and, on the other hand, was
combined with the celebration of the 30th anniversary of the Department of
Theatre Studies. This major conference was held from 10 to 12 November 2021
in the Aula of the Faculty of Philosophy and in the Lecture Hall of the Greek
Language Teaching Centre at the Zografou Campus and was dedicated specifically
to Professor Emeritus Nasos Vagenas and Professor Emerita Anna Tabaki for their
work and contribution to the Department of Theatre Studies of N.K.U.A. A total
of 78 attendees participated with papers, most of which will be included in the
Proceedings, to be published soon.

The tribute of volume 19 of Parabasis is therefore a complementary event, which
has the same objective, i.e. to emphasize the overall contribution of theatre to the War
of Independence as well as exploring the various reception of the War of Independence
in modern Greek and world drama and theatre. The redaction and edition of the book
1821 and the Theatre. From Mystification to Demystification by Walter Puchner,
which was published in 2020 by OTAN Publications in Athens, was motivated exactly
by the same desire and objective.



12 FOREWORD

This special tribute includes in the foreign language issue of the journal (19/1)
the following studies: Walter Puchner, «Laienschauspieler und Dramatiker als
Freiheitskdmpfer der Griechischen Revolution von 1821», an article emphasizing
the agonistic action of actors and playwrights; Dimosthenis Fistouris, «The subject
matter of the Greek Revolution of 1821 on the operatic stage through the aspects
of Philhellenism-Orientalism by European composers and Folklorism-Nationalism
by Greek composers», an article covering the musical theatre; Kyriaki Petrakou,
«Lord Byron’s icon in the Greek theatre and cinemay, an article that sheds light on
the reception of Lord Byron, that emblematic figure of the War of Independence,
in the Greek theatre and cinema.

More specialised are the topics of the Greek-language issue (19/2), which includes
also three contributions: Zafiris Nikitas, «Aspects of patriotism in the interwar period.
The 1821 in the dramaturgy of Vassilis Rotas»; Leonidas Papadopoulos, «Re-
enactments of the Greek Revolution of 1821 on the theatre stage of the State Theatre
of Northern Greece»; Kyriaki Petrakou, «Legendary and underestimated heroines of
the Greek Revolution: Bouboulina and Manto». With these research contributions,
the anniversary volume 19 of the Parabasis complements and extends the rich
thematic coverage of the previous conference and other editorial activity which were
realized in the frame of anniversary events related to theatre and is a worthy addition
to the series of tribute volumes offered so far by the journal, which in 2025 will
celebrate 30 years of existence and contribution.

In addition to the special thematic tribute, Volume 19, both in its Greek and foreign
language issues, includes a wide range of articles with free subject matter, unpublished
dramatic texts and book reviews of publications and monographs in the field of drama
and theatre studies, thus continuing to contribute to the scientific enrichment and
promotion of theatrological research in Greece and worldwide.



